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Artist’s Statement
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Creating harmony out of chaos is a driving factor in my work. I thrive on movement 
and activity. Painting allows me to share the beauty I see in nature combined with 
my mind’s eye. The simple act of painting slows my thinking to let it rest. In this way, 
chaos and calm become interdependent and bring balance to my life and my work.

My media changes according to both my mood and the pace at which I wish to work. I 
keep many projects in motion at the same time. I stagger the works according to com-
pletion times ranging from hours and days to months and years. It takes long periods 
of time to get the big projects completed. Big projects need time to dry between coats, 
and patience to resolve composition, form, and colors. It helps to have small wins 
along the way to keep your mind sharp and cheerful.

I am constantly evolving, experimenting with the latest technology. Even so I still rel-
ish my time with hand tools and materials used by the masters. I believe it is critical 
to understand how paint and brushes behave, and all the hand-wore skills when ap-
proaching technology. Whatever medium I happen to be using, as well as what I listen 
to and what is happening in my life, affects what ends up on the canvas, especially the 
dog hair if I’m not careful.

Most of my work starts with an intimate drawing. I have standardized on 14” x 20”, 
Fabriano, Acquarello, cold pressed, 100% cotton, grana fina, 140 lbs. watercolor paper. 
It may sound quirky, but I always cut the last inch off the block of paper, so I end up 
using 14” x 19” sheets. That size feels right to me. I start by drawing whatever I see.  
Musicians are my favorite models. I like to complete a drawing in the time it takesto 
complete a song or two. I look at my subject very carefully and I pay extra attention 
to the lighting, especially the nuances that form through happenstance. I believe you 
can’t really see what you’re looking at until you try to draw it. It takes patience and fo-
cus, but if you take the time, you will be rewarded, because whatever you are looking 
at, in time, will unpeel itself and reveal its essence. 

Upon capturing an initial drawing, I intentionally practice letting go to see where my 
mind can take it. My inspiration might be anything. I continuously study all kinds of 
art and visit museums the world over for entire days of drawing. As a seasoned artist, 
I can also lean upon an extensive personal library of completed works and concepts 
for ideas. 



SIGNATURE BLOCK

For instance, I recently did a drawing of trees with Spanish Moss hanging over them 
in North Florida. The following day I went to a music concert, brought the same 
drawing pad, and did a drawing of the musicians on top of that landscape, then I 
integrated the two. The result is a dreamscape, called Gypsy Tears.

Art is fundamentally about exploration. Through my life’s work, I bring the realm 
of possibilities to the forefront of my mind. This exercise loosens my thinking, like 
yoga for the body, so that when I approach a problem, I keep the solutions broad. 
It makes a big difference to approach challenges in your life with an open mind. By 
imbuing my lifelong love for learning into each creation, I create my work to inspire.

If I had to describe my work in one word I would use the verb, ‘curative,’ meaning, 
‘to make better,’ as in, let’s make the world better.

Plein air sketch of Rainbow Springs, Florida com-
bined with Heartwood Studios concert, Gypsy Tears. 
14”x19” Ink on Watercolor signed Shoosty. 





Gypsy Tears
Heartwood Studios, Gainesville Florida

Digital Drawing, 14” x 19” Shoostytm 2018



Stephen Shooster, known as Shoosty was born in 
1958 in Chester, Pennsylvania. He received his 
Bachelor of Fine Arts with a minor in Architec-
ture, in 1986 at The University of Florida. Shooster 
has enjoyed a successful corporate career by day 
and a prolific painting career by night. He is also 
the author of ‘The Horse Adjutant,’  a story about a 
survivor of the Nazi Holocaust, and is featured in 
Marquis’ Who’s Who in American Art.

From Local Beginnings to Global Response

Shooster’s corporate career took him from working 
with his family in an answering service business, 
using old-fashioned wooden switchboards to nav-
igating the company successfully through the con-
vergence of computers and telephony, patenting 
software along the way that is the de facto method 
used by all call centers today. His company, Global 
Response, serves some of the finest brands in the 
world, including Toyota, Zara, Lane Bryant, The 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, The Modern Muse-
um of Art, Ally Bank, CBS, Crate and Barrel, Hess, 
and The Home Depot.

Shoosty by Night, Invoking the Spirits  

Shoosty’s painting career spans over 40 years and 
is recognizable by his trademark use of color and 
shape. Influenced by travel, music, and family, 
Shoosty’s work takes the viewer on a wild ride 
invoking the spirits of Picasso, Braque, Gauguin, 
Chagall, Matisse, Ad Reinhardt and even Illustrat-
ed Manuscripts to create his paintings which range 
from the sublime to groovy. Shoosty’s sculpture 
and paintings appear in public and private collec-
tions around the world.

Construction for Eternity

Combining his artistic ability with his zeal for tech-
nology and lifelong learning, Shoosty is as com-
fortable with oil paints as he is with technology. 
His primary concern is using the arts to provide 
creative leadership to those that surround him. 

Short Biography

Stephen Shooster, aka Shoosty



Short Biography

Stephen Shooster wearing virtual reality glasses
New Years Eve 2018

Donna Dudchock on the right
photo by Michael Polissky Productions

45 min. podcast interview
of the artist.



List of Materials

Item

Woodless #4 soft pencils
a high quality electric pencil sharpener
kneaded erasers
Fabriano Aquarello Watercolor Paper

Uniball .05 mm and .07mm black ink pens
HP Wide Format printer - Z6100 series
HP Canvas
A Large Stable Easel
A Mobile Easel
# 2 long handled bristle brushes
A complete set of bristle brushes.
Palette Knives
Wax Paper Palette
Gamblin Oil Colors
Gamblin Transparent Oil Colors
Gamblin Galkyd Medium
Poppy Oil
MacBook Pro
A gamers mouse, fast and accurate pointing 
Ruby on Rails web software plus
Apple iPad / iPencil
Apple iPhone
Lg-Tone Headset
iPad Apps - ArtRage, Clip Studio, Astropad
Adobe Cloud - Photoshop, InDesign, Adobe PDF
DropBox
OKI Printer
Fastbind - hot melt binder for perfect binding
Triumph 4850 Cutter
Silk dyes
Silk steamer

Reason

Balence, Weight, Softness
High volume, accurate sharpness
classic clean up
Stability, Tooth, Permanance, Cold Pressed, 100% 
Cotton, Grana Fina, 140 lbs
Needle Point Sharpness
Scaling
Wide Format Ready
Indoor Painting
Plein Air Painting
Favorite Brush
Strong brushes to push heavy oils
Mixing and applying Oils
Easy Clean-up, Clean Colors Between Sessions
Supurb Paint
Beautiful Colors
Supurb Oil Medium with a Gloss
Simple LIght Oil for washes of oil and small spaces
Always Ready to Create
The Right Feeling while using a Laptop at your Desk
Web Development Stack
Advanced Freedom of Place and Hand Motions
Advanced Mobility
Bluetooth, with internal and exteranal speakers
Great Apps
Professional Software
Backups - Backups - Backups
Draft Book Making
Draft Binding
Draft Book Clean-up of edges
Silk Painting
Silk Setting
 





Metaphysical Bottles

1976
Oil on Canvas
20” x 34”
Metaphysical Bottles

by Stephen Shooster 

CLOSE-UP

THE SHOOSTY GALLERY OF FINE ART WWW.SHOOSTY.COM  954-537-1200 © SHOOSTER PUBLISHING - ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

SIGNATURE BLOCKMetaphysical Bottles, one of the artist’s first 
oil paintings. A simple still life based on a 
group of empty bottles sitting on a table. 
Two of his earlier paintings can be found 
in the background. The light in the large 
wine bottle is brighter than the light in the 
room. This tonal difference creates a central 
contrast. “I went along with this mistake by 
wrapping it within the theme of metaphys-
ics. I just figured if the bottles were figures 
and one of them is brighter than the rest, it 
means it is more conscious.”
Notice the signature block has an earlier 
style, S Shooster.

Stephen Shooster
A graduate of the University of Florida 
(1982).

14



Abstract Wife

Abstract Wife, a painting of the artist’s 
wife, Diane, and the beach in Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida.  Created with his 
signature style using a #2 flat brush the 
geometric shapes evoke sun, sand, and 
ocean. 
Diane is laying on a blue pillow while 
wearing an orange bathing suit. Her 
skin is perfectly tan.
The clouds are handled the with the 
same shapes as the sand, a rolling surf 
nearby.

Hot salmon, lavender, various light 
tones, grey and cobal blue make for aa 
exquisite and colorful scene.
Framed with a canvas filitte and a sil-
ver stain with buttons.

Stephen Shooster
A graduate of the University of Florida in 
‘82. His work is signed under the nom de 
guerre, Shoosty.

May 1992
oil on canvas
16” x 14” framed

by Stephen Shooster 

SIGNATURE
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Mission Control

Mission Control, Was completed at the 
Johnson Space Center in Houston, Tex-
as. During a heart surgery for the artist’s 
father the whole immediate family went 
out to the Hospital in Houston together. 
After the surgery the artist took a day to 
visit the Johnson Space Center. There are 

two Mission Control Centers at this lo-
cation. One is live and one is standby. The 
Artist was given permission to use the 
secondary mission control to create an oil 
sketch of the location. 

1993
OIL ON CANVAS

SHOOSTY

by Shoosty

SIGNATURE
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Jason’s Bar Mitzvah

Jason’s Bar Mitzvah, a sacred mo-
ment when a bouy becomes a man. 
The artists first son withthe cantor 
who helped him learn his section. A 
illustrative style of painting, flat shapes 
with conservative styling. The most 
prominent part of the painting is the 

size, 12” x 12” and the wall. It is styled 
like a piece of matzah.

2003
OIL ON CLAYBOARD

SHOOSTY

by Shoosty

SIGNATURE
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Shark Valley

Shark Valley, is a painting based on a set of 
candid photos taken by the artist at a Florida 
State Park of the same name. Its most exciting 
features are free-roaming alligators.
The painting depicts a young ‘gator basking 
in the sun, surrounded by a circular composi-
tion moving from sun-baked white limestone 
to the cool fresh water of a canal. Vegetation 

and natural sand make the transition between 
the warm and cool colors, creating a beautiful 
transition of color from ultramarine blue to 
ivory white. 
In this early work the signature block is signed 
Stephen Shoosty. Later it is shortened to 
Shoosty.Shark Valley, is part of the permanent 
collection at the University of Florida. 

Stephen Shooster
A graduate of the University of Florida 
(1982). His work is signed under the nom 
de guerre, Shoosty. The artist sponsors 
an art scholarship at his alma mater. 

2004
Oil on canvas
48’ x 54’ framed

by Stephen Shooster 

ORIGINAL PHOTO CONCEPT PAINTING DETAIL UF HOMECOMING QUEEN 

SIGNATURE BLOCK
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Not for Sale - Univeristy of Florida Permanent Collection
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Guitar on Fire

Guitar on Fire is a master watercolor 
drawing, modeled upon a fiery guitar 
that gives the artist the liberty to vi-
sually explore the excitement of mu-
sic. Fire leaps from it’s body as it pins 
down a figure. It’s neck and a horn, 
seemingly melted by heat, are contort-

ed to be both playful and mischievous. 
Psychedelic patterns complete the 
composition. Every inch is saturated 
with patterns and color.
Guitar on Fire is a wonder to pon-
der. This drawing was later chosen to 
become a large scale painting.

Stephen Shooster
A graduate of the University of Florida 
College of Fine Art, especially noted for 
composiions derived from music. He 
goes under the nom de guerre, Shoosty.

2010
Watercolor, 
Pen, ink,
Metallic gel
14” x 19” framed

by Stephen Shooster 

DETAIL DETAIL SUGGESTED INSTALLATION
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Hello Friends

Hello Friends,  is both a hearty greeting 
and the title of a song by a now extinct  
high school indi band called, The Flying 
Flacongas. The music was fresh and the 
players were too old for their britches.
The central object is a steampunk yellow 
piano with guitar neck extensions twisted 
back into the frame. Brass instruments 
flank the sides. Wafting through space 
are words and phrases. Hello Friends, 

Jam Band, Improv, Swoop Troop, How 
R U today that’s Wonderful, and Great-
est Show on Earth. Each of the phrases 
is stretched and pulled into the compo-
sition filling the space. An upside down 
man with a musical note tail bounces in 
the center. Upon asking the artist he said, 
“Upside down figures are a symbol of exu-
berance.” This painting is filled with a 60’s 
feeling excitement of youth.

Painting 2011
Acrylic on canvas
7 x 5’ framed

Drawing 2008
Watercolor Pencils 
14” x 19”

by Stephen Shooster 

ORIGINAL DRAWING SIGNATURE SUGGESTED INSTALLATION
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Not for Sale - Univeristy of North Florida Permanent Collection
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Stephen Shooster
A graduate of the University of Florida 
(1982).He is especially noted for 
composiions derived from music. 
He goes under the nom de guerre, 
Shoosty.



Sax-O-Phony

Sax-O-Phony, is a composition based on 
a pair of saxophones in a nautical night 
scene. The saxophones are floating on an 
undulating ocean. Waves bounce back 
and forth within the boundary of the 
frame. Shapes and symbols fly out of the 

instruments into the night sky. Nothing 
sits still. A mystery ship floats in the center 
of the ocean with musical note sails. Play-
ful and unique the work is a joy to behold.

Stephen Shooster, BFA
A graduate of the University of Florida 
in 1982. He is especially noted for 
compositions derived from music. His 
work is signed under the nom de guerre, 
Shoosty.

2011
Acrylic on canvas
7 x 5’ framed

by Stephen Shooster 

CONCEPT DRAWING DETAIL SUGGESTED INSTALLATION
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The Party Favor

The Party Favor, is based on a pho-
to by Ze’ev Aleksandrowicz taken 
during the wedding of the daugh-
ter of the Tzaddic Rabbi Ben Cion 
Halberstamm, October 3rd, 1931, 
in Galicia, Nowy-Sanz, Poland. It 
was part of about sixty photos taken 
that day, thus a sort of party favor 
for the wedding.

Completed to augment a book, 
The Horse Adjutant, also by the 
artist. This painting brings clar-
ity the coldness of the times, the 
dynamic energy of the old world 
Jews, and the coming electronic 
age as noted by the power poles. 
It is also an ominous race against 
the coming clash of nations. 

Stephen Shooster
A graduate of the University of Florida 
BFA ‘82, Shooster is a painter of Jewish 
heritage. His work is signed under the 
nom de guerre, Shoosty.

Shooster is also the author of the book, 
The Horse Adjutant, the true story of a 
Nazi Holocaust survivor.

2011
Oil on canvas
6.5’ x 5’ framed 
Tribute to The 
Halberstamm Family

by Stephen Shooster 

ORIGINAL PHOTO DETAIL SUGGESTED INSTALLATION
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audio description



Sainte Chapelle

Sainte Chapelle is a painting inspired 
by the chapel of the same name in the 
heart of Paris. During the late after-
noon, they sponsor live classical con-
certs featuring Vivaldi and Mozart. 
Listeners hear the music while watch-
ing the sunset transform the extensive 
stained glass and exotic woodworking. 
The original drawing was completed 

during a single musical session. Once 
in the studio, this painting took on the 
feeling of a construction zone full of 
architectural lines and plumb lines. 
Throughout the composition you can 
see icons of the State mixed with icons 
of the church, clearly showing no sep-
aration of church and State.

Stephen Shooster
A graduate of the University of Florida 
in ‘82, Shooster is a painter of Jewish 
heritage. 
Shooster is also the author of the book, 
The Horse Adjutant, A true story of a 
Nazi Holocaust survivor.

2011
Oil on canvas
6.5’ x 5’ framed
Dedicated to Kamil 
and Agnieszka Kmak

by Stephen Shooster 

ORIGINAL DRAWING DETAIL SUGGESTED INSTALLATION
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A Knight’s Journey

A Knight’s Journey is a painting based on 
a set of drawings at museums completed 
during a summer trip to Europe in 2012. 
The scene depicts a fully decked out knight 
atop of a handsome horse on the road lead-
ing to a castle set in the distance. In front of 
him is the symbol of death, a skeleton with a 
king’s crown. Behind him is another omen 

in the form of a demon with two legs and a 
long-horned oryx head and large teeth.
Surrounding the central image on the bot-
tom and right side are Medieval scenes, 
including; a man praying, and cherub, a 
small campfire, a conjurer, a man holding 
a book holding and a parrot walking stick, 
and a vampire.

Stephen Shooster
A graduate of the University of Florida in 
1982. His work is signed under the nom 
de guerre, Shoosty.

2012, Oil on canvas, 36” x 24” 

by Stephen Shooster 

DETAIL

DETAIL
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El Arenal by Stephen Shooster

El Arenal, is based the volcano of the same 
name overlooking La Fortuna, Costa 
Rica. It looms quietly over the well-kept 
park in the city center. It is a simple de-
sign executed with finesse and masterful 
design elements using a series of squared 

swirls similar to design patterns found on 
the craftsmanship of the region. 
Of special interest is the hand paint-
ed frame. El Arenal is a legacy painting 
with an eye towards enhancing value and 
pushing the boundaries of art history. 

Stephen Shooster
A graduate of the University of Florida in ‘82. 
His work is signed under the nom de guerre, 
Shoosty. Shooster visited La Fortuna, Costa 
Rica with his family in 2011. The completion 
of El Aranal is a fitting result of that special 
occasion.

2012
oil on canvas

4.5’ x 4’ framed

CONCEPT DRAWING SIGNATURE ART SHOW

THE SHOOSTY GALLERY OF FINE ART WWW.SHOOSTY.COM  954-537-1200
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25

click for audio
description of 
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Uba Tuba

2013
Acyrlic on canvas
5’ x 6.5’ framed

by Stephen Shooster 

CONCEPT DRAWING RELECTION ON THE PIANOINSTALLED
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Uba Tuba is based on a colorful interpretation 
of the sound of a pair of tubas. Using spirals 
and shapes the artist sends patterns of color 
into space reflecting around the borders of 
the canvas. Bright colorful blocks define the 
tubas. A third tuba is placed behind the other 
two on its side and is filled with the deep blue  
colors of bass notes. The word Tuba is spelled 

out on the bottom right side in light green to 
act as a counter point between the dark and 
bright colors.  The sound coming from the 
tubas is depicted as shapes. Some of them 
have morphed into flowers. A lonesome 
ear and an upside-down head complete the 
composition.The result is a masterful use of 
color and an exciting composition.

26

Stephen Shooster
A graduate of the University of Florida 
(1982).He is especially noted for 
composiions derived from music. 
He goes under the nom de guerre, 
Shoosty.



Frogs and Flowers

Stephen Shooster
A graduate of the University 
of Florida in ‘82. He is 
especially noted for pieces 
derived from music. His work 
is signed under the nom de 
guerre, Shoosty.

2013
Oil on Canvas
5 x 6ft
Tribute to  
Rabbi Thompson 
(1955-2016)

by Stephen Shooster 

CONCEPT DRAWING IN SITU
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Frogs and Flowers is a large canvas depicting 
a surreal jungle scene. The central element is 
an organic organ with what seems to be opium 
flowers coming out of its pipes. Sitting in front 
of the organ, cross-legged, is a friend of the art-
ist, Rabbi Yaakov Thompson. He is wearing a 
yamica and playing guitar. The rug he sits on has 
fringes shaped like the keys of the organ cradled 
between a pair of bird of paradise plants. Look-
ing at the composition clockwise from the top a 

DETAIL RABBI YAAKOV THOMPSON

flute is found under vegatation that curves around the left 
side. White Flowers with five petals each are arranged 
uniformly from small to large where the holes of the flute 
would normally be found. Coming from the throat of the 
flute is a waterfall separated by a fern silhouette. Frogs are 
positioned on both sides. A seed pod in the shape of the 
Rabbis’ face is upside down on the right side of the organ 
completing the composition.
Rabbi Thompson died only a few years after the painting 
was completed.

27



Dual Violins

Dual Violins is an oil painting con-
ceived from a drawing completed in 
the summer of 2012 during a Klezmer 
concert by Jascha Lieberman and 
company in Krakow, Poland, at the 
Bats gallery. 
During deep contemplation of this 

painting, candles quiver, the instru-
ments breath, a marble column be-
comes an accordion, and the lines 
form a flowing interpretation of the 
sounds. A unique hand painted frame 
completes the work, as exciting, unique 
piece of legacy Fine Art.

Stephen Shooster
A graduate of the University of Florida in 
1982. He is especially noted for pieces 
derived from music. His work is signed 
under the nom de guerre, Shoosty.

2013
oil on canvas
4.5’ x 4’ framed
Tribute to  
Jascha Lieberman

by Stephen Shooster 

CONCEPT DRAWING DETAIL SUGGESTED INSTALLATION
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Tribute to Django Reinhardt

Tribute to Django Reinhardt is a dedi-
cation to the gypsy guitar player extraor-
dinaire of the same name. Known for his 
mustache bridge guitar, depicted are two 
of them like old men talking in a case 
shaped like a body. The lower case becomes 
Django and the upper one a singer, the 
artist’s daughter, Cassidy. They are sere-

naded by a cello that is also tickling Cas-
sidy’s toe. A playful painting, Tribute to 
Django Reinhardt, is a joyful and serene, 
accompanied by a unique frame complet-
ing a 21st-century contemporary master-
piece.

Stephen Shooster
A graduate of the University of Florida in 
1982. He is especially noted for pieces 
derived from music. His work is signed 
under the nom de guerre, Shoosty.

2013
Oil on canvas
7’ x 5’ framed
Dedicated to Jason 
Shooster

by Stephen Shooster 

CONCEPT DRAWING CASSIDY ON A SWING SUGGESTED INSTALLATION
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Historic 5th Avenue

Historic 5th Avenue is based on an event paying trib-
ute to the black community of Delray, Florida, with 
its epicenter on historic 5th Avenue. After spending 
the prior day at the Smithsonian Institute Museum 
of African Art in Washington, D.C., the artist came 
home to South Florida and went to this early eve-
ning outdoor concert. Using the ethnic characters 

from the museum he was motivated by the pulsating 
music of the band creating a composite drawing. The 
resulting master drawing developed that evening and 
eventually became the subject of the painting.
The composition uses cubism, mirroring effects, 
Egyptian iconography and a touch of humor in the 
from of The Big Lebowski, bowling pins, and ball.

Stephen Shooster
A graduate of the University of Florida 
in 1982. He is especially noted for 
pieces derived from music. His work 
is signed under the nom de guerre, 
Shoosty.

2014
Oil on canvas with 
painted frame
apx. 7’ x 5’ framed

by Stephen Shooster 

ORIGINAL DRAWING DETAIL AFRICA SOLDIER AND VICTIM
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Jason and Dave

Jason and Dave, is a silk painting inspired 
by the artist’s son Jason. on guitar, and 
Dave Forbes, on standup bass,  playing at 
the bar in Gainesville, Florida. Using the 
muscians as models Shoosty discovered a 
mirror in the room the artist and created a 
reflection that included a portrait of a lady.

The piece is made of dye on habotai silk 
in the serti method. Lines are made using 
a material that the dyes will not penetrate. 
Then dyes are laid, filling in the spaces. The 
result is a tranparent fluid effect with deli-
cate gradations. 

Stephen Shooster / Shoosty
A graduate of the University of Florida in 
1982. He is especially noted for pieces 
derived from music. His work is signed 
under the nom de guerre, Shoosty.

Jason and Dave
2014 Nov 17th
Dye on Silk
24’ x 36”

by Stephen Shooster

ORIGINAL PENCIL DRAWING

IN SITU

THE SHOOSTY GALLERY OF FINE ART WWW.SHOOSTY.COM  954-537-1200 © SHOOSTER PUBLISHING - ALL RIGHTS RESERVED31



Fetishh

Stephen Shooster
A graduate of the University of Florida in 
1982. He is especially noted for pieces 
derived from music. His work is signed 
under the nom de guerre, Shoosty.

Nov. 2014
Dye opn Silk
14” x 19”
Tribute to  
Howard the Key-
boards.

by Stephen Shooster 

CONCEPT DRAWING IN SITU
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Fetishh (with the intentional extra h) is a dye on 
silk painting based on a drawing created while 
the band, Fetishh, was jamming. The energy of 
the music is captured visually in a kind of stac-
cato cubist stroke. The artist refered to this style 
as, “BeBop.” Left to right - Jason Shooster on 
lead guitar,  Geoffrey Perry on bass guitar,  Josh 
Hoffenberg on drums, Howard on keyboards, 
Jacob Lawson.

DETAIL
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The Domino Players

2015
Ink on Watercolor 
Paper
14” x 19”
The Domino Players

by Stephen Shooster 

IN SITU
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ORIGINAL DRAWING

The Domino Players, is based on a drawing 
completed in situ outside the plaza de Zona 
Colonial, old city, Santo, Domingo Republic. 
Locals compete for the joy and laughter of 
slapping the domino tiles and knocking out 
their opponents. A cultural tradition hand 
drawn and painted becomes a treasure.

Stephen Shooster
A graduate of the University of Florida in 
1982. His work is signed under the nom 
de guerre, Shoosty.
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Drummer with a Mask

Drummer with a Mask was inspired by 
a very talented street performer who 
was entertaining the people walking 
on Pearl Street in Boulder, Colorado, 
April 5th, 2015. 
The drumming was exquisite. Com-
bined with the mask it was haunting.
The drummer imbued the mask with a 

spirit captured by the drawing. Com-
pleted as a cubist drawing the drum-
mer has three hands, an effort to show 
the speed of the ancient rhythms.
Notice the drawing style is a series of 
shapes with hash marks as shading. 

Stephen Shooster / Shoosty
A graduate of the University of Florida in 
1982. He is especially noted for pieces 
derived from music. His work is signed 
under the nom de guerre, Shoosty.

2015 April 5th
Ink on Paper
14” x 19”

by Stephen Shooster

STREET PERFORMER

DETAIL

DETAIL
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photo - Shoosty Fine Arts
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The Acropolis

The Acropolis. In the summer of 2015, the artist and 
his daughter spent two weeks studying the ancient 
Greek Acropolis. To achieve this, they split their time, 
half in the UK at the British Museum and the oth-
er half in Athens. The relics are found in both cities. 
On the very first day in Athens, tired and hungry they 
found themselves on the veranda of the Electra Hotel 
with a view towards the Acropolis. The site was mes-

merizing, drawings emerged.
Painted with a palette knife, the colors show the scene 
in twilight. Orange light, with a turquoise sky, imbues 
the right side while purple and cobalt occupy the left. 
Below the changing sky rests the old city, the Palat-
ka. Electric lights dot the landscape, greens, blues, 
and grays and browns complete the painting, and its 
unique frame.

Stephen Shooster
A graduate of the 
University of Florida in 
1982. He is especially 
noted for pieces derived 
from music. His work is 
signed under the nom de 
guerre, Shoosty.

2015
The Acropolis
Oil on canvas
4.5’ x 3.5’ with 
painted framed

by Stephen Shooster 

PHOTO FROM THE ELECTRA 
HOTEL

PAINTING DETAIL PAINTING DETAIL
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The Shusters

The Shusters,  sitting at a pair of tables are 
three Jewish men, two wearing military 
uniforms. Each has a bottle of wine in 
front of them with a photo of a loved one 
leaning on the bottle. The far right figure 
is Benzy Shuster, brother of the artist’s 
grandfather, Frank Shooster. The others, 

unknown, have features of the Shooster 
family. This is one of the earliest photos of 
the Shuster family. All these people were 
destroyed in the Nazi Holocaust. The 
family is from Lutsk, Russia. However, 
the men are wearing Polish Uniforms. 

Stephen Shooster
A graduate of the University of Florida in 
1982. His work is signed under the nom 
de guerre, Shoosty.

2015
Oil on canvas
7’ x 5’ in a painted 
frame

by Stephen Shooster 

ORIGINAL PHOTO DETAIL SUGGESTED INSTALLATION
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The Preservation of Jazz

The Preservation of Jazz, is a painting 
based on a drawing made by the art-
ist , July of 2014, at an old bar called, 
Maison de Bourbon, in the heart of 
American Jazz, Bourbon Street, New 
Orleans. It is otherwise known as, The 
House of Bourbon.
Featuring two brass instrumental-
ists flanked by an upright bass and 

a keyboard player in the shadows. 
The whole composition shimmers as 
if dancing. A tip jar stands ready for 
your accolades.
As a bonus, the gold frame is 
hand-painted with Opaline on the 
outside edge.
A labor of love, The Preservation of 
Jazz, is signed Shoosty.  

Stephen Shooster
A graduate of the University of 
Florida in 1982. He is especially 
noted for pieces derived from 
music. His work is signed under 
the nom de guerre, Shoosty.

2016 - Oil on Canvas with 
Opaline Painted Frame
5’ x 4.5’ framed

by Stephen Shooster 

CONCEPT DRAWING

PHOTO FROM EVENT

SUGGESTED INSTALLATION
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Sanctuary

Stephen Shooster
A graduate of the University of 
Florida in 1982. His work is signed 
under the nom de guerre, Shoosty.

Sanctuary
2016, Digital Ink and Digital Paint, 9” x 14”, Signed - Shoosty

by Stephen Shooster 

CLOSE-UP CLOSE-UPORIGINAL IMAGE
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The University of Florida College of Art 
held an event on Sept. 21st, 2016 at the 
home of Armando and Maria Guerra, 
announcing the inclusion of the Daniel 
Lewis Dance Collection’s into the col-
lege archive. During the event, the host 
gave the artist a tour of her collection. 
One piece stood out of an old church. He 
used that church as the basis for, Sanc-
tuary. 

The original image was photograph. Shooster 
changed the composition into a fisheye view making 
it more dramatic. Then using impressionistic strokes, 
built up the surface, turning the sky into night and 
stylising the rest. The atmosphere became scrolling 
lines. Stars and the moon were added to complete 
the magical feeling. 
The most striking features are the neon colors. The 
most poignant being the center of the front door 
where a marque is emblazzoned, ‘Sanctuary.’
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Ron Carter

Ron Carter, one of the premier bass players 
of modern Jazz was captured by the artist 
during his concert tour with Pat Metheny 
during the summer of 2016 at the Molde, 
Jazz Festival, in Norway.
Mr. Carter, one of the original members 
of the Miles Davis Quartet formed in the 
1960’s, is also Professor Emeritus of the 

Music Department of the City College of 
New York having taught there for 20 years.
Shooster’s painting captures the master 
in action. His brush strokes matched the 
sounds as it was complete while he played.
Molde is the scene of the 2nd oldest Jazz 
Festival in Europe. 

Stephen Shooster
A graduate of the University of Florida in 
1982. He is especially noted for pieces 
derived from music. His work is signed 
under the nom de guerre, Shoosty.

2016, Digital Oil on canvas, 42” x 47” 

by Stephen Shooster 

DETAIL

ORIGINAL PHOTO
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Huizi Zheng

Huizi Zheng - 
November 2017 the artist was asked to use 
his digital painting as the central image for 
Classical Sundays at the National Sawdust 
in Brooklyn, New York. 
Huizi Zheng is a virtuoso pianist who the art-
ist met a year earlier as part of a University of 
Florida Fine Art College event. As an adhoc 

Stephen Shooster
A graduate of the University of Florida in 
1982. He is especially noted for pieces 
derived from music. His work is signed 
under the nom de guerre, Shoosty.

HUIZI ZHANG PLAYS BACH, DIGITAL OIL PAINTING, 13.5 X 7.6 INCHES, 2016

by Stephen Shooster 

NATIONAL SAWDUST HUIZI ZHENG SILOHETTE
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UF College of Art

University of Florida, College of Art, Us-
ing the original photo and the artists iPad 
pro with an iPencil and an App called Art 
Rage the artist conceived of a version of the 
college of art where all the bvertical panels 
glow with color. Trees are like confetti held 
still by invisable branches.
The photos show the artist’s daughter, Car-
ly, a student of Art History at the artist’s 
alma matter.

Stephen Shooster
A graduate of the University of Florida 
Collage of Fine Art in 1982. He is 
especially noted for pieces derived 
from music. His work is signed under the 
nom de guerre, Shoosty.

UF COLLEGE OF ART, DIGITAL OIL PAINTING, 14 X 7 INCHES, 2016

by Stephen Shooster 

ORIGINAL PHOTO OF THE COLLEGE OF ART BY SHOOSTY FATHER AND DAUGHTER SHOWING THE FINAL 
PIECE AT THE ART COLLEGEPLAZA
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Bonnie Springs

Bonnie Springs Nevada, is one of the few water-
ing holes that was a required stop by the settlers head-
ing for California. We set up just beyond the tourist 
parking in view of the road. Many people stopped by 
to check our progress. 
Shooster was contacted by an old elementary school 
friend, Keith Nobel via Facebook just two days before 
this event. The had not seen each other in 43 years!
Shooster decided upon a contemporary painting 

where color and painterly style superceed reality. The 
mountain range is narrowed to a horizon line and 
the scrub brush just a few shapes. A white sky, and 
yellow forground set the tone with dark brown and 
pink accents.

Stephen Shooster
A graduate of the University of Florida in 
1982. He is especially noted for pieces 
derived from music. His work is signed 
under the nom de guerre, Shoosty.

BONNIE 
SPRINGS
NOV. 18, 2017
OIL ON CANVAS
2017, 16” X 22” 

by Stephen Shooster 

DIGITAL PAINTING OF 
KEITH NOBEL

DRAWING OF KEITH 
NOBEL

PLEIN AIR GROUP PHOTOSHOOSTY INSITU
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Carly Painting

Boca Cut, Intercoastal Waterway, Boca 
Raton, Florida. 
A little time with dad, painting by the 
beach.

CARLY ON THE INTERCOASTAL
WATERCOLOR ON PAPAR, 4” X 6”

SHOOSTY 2017

by Stephen Shooster 

CARLY DRAWINGCARLY DRAWING
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Pai Village

Pai Village, is based on the artists fist per-
spective of Pai Thialand. Sitting on a bal-
cony after days of travel to reach this des-
tination, still with his head in the clouds, 
the artist pondered the banana tree as 
highlighted against the dry rice fields prior 
to the next planting and the distant moun-
tain with the gigantic white budda sitting 

on one of the peaks. Later, he discovered the 
music scene downtown and captured some 
of the artists playing. Merging these two 
ideas together he came up with a Chagall 
inspired piece called Pai, Village.

Stephen Shooster
A graduate of the University of Florida in 
1982. He is especially noted for pieces 
derived from music. His work is signed 
under the nom de guerre, Shoosty.

PAI VILLAGE
FEB. 2, 2018
OIL ON CANVAS
50 CM X 40 CM

by Stephen Shooster 

ORIGINAL WATERCOLORLANDSCAPE PAI, THIALAND
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Old Floresta

OLD FLORESTA
2018
OIL ON CANVAS
12” X 12”

by Stephen Shooster 

OLD FLORESTA, 1926, HISTORIC DISTRIC

OLD FLORESTA HOME

PALM BEACH PLEIN AIR CLUB 
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Call Center

Global Response, Oil Sketch. Completed 
while standing on a ladder as a pastel 
sketch and then converted into an oil 
painting by scrubbing the pastel with 
Galkyd medium.

GLOBAL RESPONSE
OIL ON CANVAS, 16” X 20”

SHOOSTY 2017

by Stephen Shooster 

SHOOSTY SIGNATURE
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Frank and and d’Beans

Frank and d’Beans is a local band 
from Marquette, Michigan. The 
band played at the Blackrocks bar 
when the artist happened to be 
in town. Blackrocks was created 
by converting a home, making it 
cozy. There happens to be a stair-
well from which the artist perched 
himself to capture the drawing as 
the band played. That is how he got 
the unique perspective.
A playful scene, the band mem-
bers are wearing oversize glasses. 
Unicorn and sailfish masks deco-
rate the back wall. The drummer 
smashes the symbols with color 

waves resulting. The band seems 
focused as if in the middle of a set. 
Colors surround the musicians like 
sound waves filling the space. A 
few beer steins decorate the ceiling.
A major painting for the artist, 
one year in production, Frank and 
d’Beans also sports a frame paint-
ed to match the canvas.

OIL ON CANVAS, 6.5’ X 5’ 
WITH PAINTED FRAME

by Shoosty

ORIGINAL DRAWING. PEN AND INK
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2004   Shark Valley 

2013   Dual Violins

2011   Sax-o-phony

2014   Historic 5th Ave

2016   Maison de Bourbon

2010   Guitar on Fire

2012   El Aranel

2011   The Party Favor

2014   Jason and Dave

2015   The Shusters

1982   Metaphysical Bottles 

2013   Frogs and Flowers

2013   Uba Tuba

2015   Domino Players

2011   Hello Friends

2013   Django

2011   Sainte Chapelle

2014   Fetishh

SHOOSTY’S PALETTE: SLOWLY CHANGING


